
Female leopard
trapped in Aarey

sunday's leopard attack is not a solitary incident. They
restarted from July 2012, after six years. The first official
incident was repoted in 2006, when a six-year'old girl

was mauled, From July 2012"January 2013, slx pe0ple have
been killed. All incidents have been reported from
Bhandup and Aarey Milk colony, sonc hdd*o""r r**"

LÄltsr vßfl1ft Saurabh Yadav (10). inset"
was attacked atthis spot in Aarey Milk

NOVEMBER 3,2012
Sita P.ige (52) was killed at her r€sidence in aarey
colony, coregaon. The victim had goneto relieve hecelf

NOVEMBER 20,2012
U$a \ädav (2) was killed near Sanjay Gandhi national park

when she stepped out to relieve heßelf

DECEMBER Z 2Oi2
tulhony Femalld€§ (55), a watchman at the civic water
treatment plant in Bhandup, tms attacked when he

stepped out oftheplantto relieve himself

JANUARY Z 2013
savita vade (25) was mauled by a leopard in Aarey
colony in Goregaon when she stepped out to fillwater
around 8pm

I stay calm, slowly
move away I Alert forest
officials I Keep children
away from forest I Clear
vegetation around houses I

Ensure area is well-lit

Donrts I Don't atlow
garbage build-up near
houses. lt attracts dogs
and rodents

Llnah Baliqa lrNN

Mumbaft Apartfrom Iocals
squatting in the open and
dumping garbage around
the fringes of the national
park, the other big problem
is that the national park
boundary is patchy and not
continuous, making people
Iiving in Aarey vulnerable
to Ieopard attacks.

Jalpesh Mehta,
founder, Empower
Foundation, who
hasbeenworking
on SGNP'S man-
animal conllict,
said that early
Saturday morning
they got a call from
tribals informing

One of the reasons that
lead to leopard attack,
is that the national
parkt boundary is
patchy, making people
vulnerable

them that a female leopard
was trapped inside Aarey
Milk Colo[y's Mataipada.

"It was afemale leopard.
We were told there was a
male leopard roaring in the
periphery of the area. We
transported the female
leopard to SGNP Our team
had been tracking it
through its droppings, pug
marks and getting regular
information from locals.
Even as we swmised that
the leopards were in search
for food, we received a call
that a boy was attacked,"
saidMehta.

Mehtasaidtheonlysolu-
tion is co-existencewherein
leople will have to change
their lifestyles by not ven-
turing out in the forest at
night for nature's call and
not dump garbage on which
dogs and pigs feed, thereby
attracting leopards.


